
September 2012 

Chairman’s Chat 
 

Well, I wished for fine weather for our early September events, and wasn’t disappointed.  
The Aintree Autumn Sprint on 1st September was another excellent event despite the low entry, which 
unfortunately meant that the event didn’t cover its costs. However, the day itself went well and, although no 
records were broken thanks to an annoying headwind on Railway Straight, a great time was had by everyone with 
no fewer than 5 timed runs being available. 
 

The following day saw several of us back at Aintree to help run the Sporting Bears “Dream Rides for Kids” charity 
day. The day followed the same format as last year; we were controlling the on-track activities of this incredibly 
rewarding event during which children with health issues from local charities were given rides around Aintree’s 
Club Circuit in all manner of exotic machinery. Another grand day it was too, fully in line with the charity’s well 
deserved claim of giving kids “Miles of Smiles”. 
 

Then, just 10 days later, the Greenpower Electric Car Races were treated to yet another fine day, but once again 
a windy one.   
No this isn’t meant to be a weather report for Aintree, but I’m pleased to say that compared with many events 
elsewhere this year, we have faired fairly well when it comes to the inclement stuff. Talking to competitors and 
other event organisers, it seems that there are several drivers who have decided that they’ve had enough of wet 
events this year and have taken the decision to put the car away and wait until next year before coming out to 
play again. I know it’s been a poor year for weather, but if you have made a similar decision I really do hope to 
see you back with us in fine form and raring to go again next year. 
 

On a different note, the recently concluded Chester & Liverpool Motor Club’s Speed Championship has seen 
another very successful year with many awards not being decided until the last round at Thoresby Park. If you 
have been part of the Championship I do hope that you have enjoyed the competition and that you will join your 
fellow contenders for the Championship awards night in November. I must thank Ron Hunt for all he does to 
make the Championship so attractive; he tells me that he has an additional venue in the pipeline for next year, so 
keep watching for news of the Championship to see what he has up his sleeve! 
 

Finally, don’t forget to book for our 110 year Celebration Dinner, more details on the page 4.  
I hope to see you there on 3rd November.             John Harden 

Celebrating 110 years of Motorsport Excellence  

Membership Matters 
Membership of the Club has now reached 236, the highest figure since we reinvigorated the club in 1998. A big 
friendly welcome goes out to all our new members. I hope you get the most out of your membership in the coming 
year. If you have received this copy of the Bulletin by post and have previously given us an email address then 
we are probably having problems with your email address. So, please send an email to LMC-
membership@liverpoolmotorclub.com from the email address to wish to use so that we can check it against our 
records and ensure we are addressing you correctly. 
By using the internet, we save nearly £1300 each year on postage alone. Add in the cost of paper and envelopes 
and the savings become even greater. If you currently receive your Bulletin through the post, yet have internet 
access, please let us have your email address. Not only will you save the Club money and keep your 
membership subscription down, you'll get to see occasional features of the Bulletin in glorious colour too! 

Contributions wanted 

Let us know what you are doing, what you’ve done, what you’d like to do, or what’s causing you problems! The 
Bulletin is your magazine but it can only ever be as good as the contributions, so why not send something in for 
us all to read. It doesn’t have to be earth shattering stuff (as you can see from our Chairman’s missives), but let 
us know what you are doing, your successes, your failures, your intentions, your history. Please! If you like what 
we do, tell your friends….if you think we could improve something, please tell us!   

 

   Have you found us on Facebook yet? Just click here to pay us a visit. 
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Sketchley Forces Ahead! 
Aintree Sprint Report - 1st September 2012       by Steve Wilkinson 
  
With fewer than 90 entries, plus Liverpool Motor Club’s renowned organisational capabilities, there were always 
going to be lots of runs available and, in near perfect conditions, only incidents were liable to slow proceedings at 
the last Aintree sprint of 2012.  
Up front Glyn Sketchley’s revamped Force dominated although Jim Belt tried his utmost to get on terms.  
 

We started the competition with a couple of Standard classes; in the up to 2 litre merged class, record holder 
Martin Rowe came through to win and got within 0.01 of his record as Roger Fish harried his fellow Honda S2000 
driver. In the Over 2 litre class three drivers were inside the old record. Jeff Allan (TVR T350C) was the first to set 
a new standard then Lyndon Dickens (Audi RS4) went sub-55 before Fred Currell slotted into the 53s before 
setting the new record at 52.69. 
 

In the 2 litre Roadgoing class, James Kerr set the standard with a class record on his first run. With no David 
West (a crank sensor had fallen off in practice to sideline the Peugeot) the challenge came from the previous 
record holder – Russell Thorpe in “Doris”. Thorpe could only match his previous record to take second ahead of 
Colin Metcalf (Nissan Primera) who was on his very first visit to Aintree . Alan Sawyer cruised to the over two litre 
class win ahead of Chris Wilson in his ‘new’ Astra. The Sports car class went to Elen Worthington as she kept 
ahead of fellow Elise driver Robert Holt.  
 

Into Kit Cars and in the single up to 1700 class Mike Smith in his Puma engined Striker led throughout as Martin 
Walker and the rest trailed in over a second adrift. 
Mod Prods were next and in the merged up to two litre class Mark Teale was the class act being fastest on every 
run. Robert Tonge took second with Andy Larton third despite only managing one timed run. In the Over two litre 
class Gez Bayliss was the only one under 50 seconds so took a comfortable win from the brothers Hunt – William 
being the faster of the two in his Sierra. 
 

There were two Sports Libre classes as the sports racing cars continue their revival. In the Up to 1700 class 
Angus Buchan led initially but was overhauled by class record holder Stuart Nelson in the Haggispeed as Clive 
Wooster closed in on third after a troubled first run and missing run 2 with fouled plugs. In the Over 1700 class 
Jim Belt set new class records on his first two runs and still managed to be inside the old record on runs 3 and 4. 
Paul Horrox brought the Honda powered Elise he shares with father Fred home in second with Ian Rowlance (MG 
Metro 6R4) third, Fred Horrox fourth and Graham Blackwell in the Fiesta Duratec fifth with a new Personal Best. 
 

Racing cars were next and in a hard fought 1100 class Craig Powers took the win with Eve and Barry Whitehead 
second and third. Ben Mackey was out in the ex-Staniforth Megapin but only managed one run before heading 
home. In the Formula Ford class Peter Ibbotson (Sparton) led after the first runs but couldn’t match the pace and 
dropped back as Graham Curwen surged through from third passing Phil Perks (Royale) in the process. Glyn 
Sketchley dominated the 1600 class despite some aggressive driving from Peter Brogden in the elderly March F3 
and Brian Walker took a solo win in the two litre class in the Brytec. 
 

In the Classic class Malcolm Evans was fastest on scratch in his now immaculate ex-Denis Doyle Mallock Mk 8B. 
However once the Target Times were taken into consideration 78 years young George Cole in his Mk 1 Terrapin-
BMC took the win and posted a PB to boot. 
 

The final classes were for the Lotus 7 Club speed competitors. In Class 1 Paul Boston took the win and then in 
the 5th “extra run” was unofficially inside the old record. Robert Jacobs and Gary Beezer took second and third. In 
Class 2 in a Titanic battle Graham Howard just pipped Jon Ward for first with Paul Collins third. Class 3 was a two 
car battle with Matthew Jenkins in the lead throughout. In Class 4 Paul Forster just held off Nigel Fox in another 
two-car battle – in the “extra run” Forster was also inside the old record. The final group were in Class 5 and class 
record holder Robert Grigsby not only led throughout but set a new 
record on his fourth run as he kept Shaun Elwell at bay. Grigsby like 
Boston and Forster went quicker in the extra runs. 
 

With the crew packing up, the prize presentation was a time to reflect 
and Glyn Sketchley summed it up perfectly as he praised not only the 
organisation but also the marshals who once again did a superb job. 
 
A full set of results are available now on the LMC website. 
 

 

Could you sponsor our Speed Championship or maybe the 2013 LMC Aintree Sprint events?  
Your advert could appear here and in our event regulations. Packages can be tailored to suit your budget.  
For more information, please contact Ron Hunt - 0151 677 5346 

Right: Overall FTD, Glyn Sketchley 

http://www.liverpoolmotorclub.com/files/2012/09/Complete-Results-Aintree-September-2012.pdf�


Sporting Bears “Dream Rides for Kids” day - Aintree 2nd September 
 

From Cheshire Life magazine:-  
“Children from across the North West were treated to rides in a selection of top-of-the-range cars at a special 
event at Aintree. The North West Sporting Bears charity offered the rides to 
disadvantaged, disabled and unwell children, their siblings, carers and parents 
on the sprint track which runs inside the famous racecourse. 
 

Among the star cars on show were a Lamborghini Aventador, an open Lola 
T70 and a Juno track car, as well as the quickest Porsche currently available, 
a luxurious Bentley Mulsanne and two Merseyside Police BMW traffic patrol 
cars. 
  

Evie Skillet was one of the children who enjoyed the full-day event. Evie uses 
Claire House’s Hospice to Home service, which brings the benefits of Claire 
House into her family home, and mum Joanne said: ‘Evie absolutely loved being chauffeured around in these 
beautiful cars, I think she got quite a taste for the finer things in life. Being given the opportunity to create 
memories like this is absolutely priceless for us as a family.’ 
  

The Bears will be in action again at Liverpool One on Saturday October 20th, offering Dream Rides to help Claire 
House.”  

 
So what cars were taking part? We had several new and classic 
Porsches, Ferraris, a Lamborghini, a Lola T70, several Mercedes, 
Bentley, Jim Belt’s Juno, Lotus’s, Aston Martins, Healey 3000, a VW 
Beetle Fun Cup car, the list goes on, and of course they were all 
provided by their owners totally free for the delight of the children with 
health problems, their parents, carers and families. 
If you missed the day, you missed a wonderful occasion. We hope to be 
back again next year for more “Miles of Smiles!” 
 
100’s more of Marvin Hall’s photos here, and from Paul Griffiths here. 
 

A few comments from people who were there: 
I'm totally worn out at the moment, and a bit lost for words (it does happen sometimes), but what a fantabulous 
day on Sunday for the Sporting Bears Dream Rides at Aintree. Absolutely brilliant!  
 

A massive thank you to all at LMC who helped all these cars put smiles on 
the faces of children, the team at LMC did a sterling job to marshal the 
track, the families loved it.  
(Max Walker, Sporting Bears) 
 

A great day today, especially once the weather faired up - I'm not so 
bothered, I can put up with the rain if need be, but much better for the cars 
to be running around in the dry, more speed for the kids to enjoy. 
I'm sure those that had rides in the 350Z drift car must have been loving it 
around the corners! 
Plenty of waves and smiles as they went past from passengers and drivers 
alike (and the only time I want to see a police driver waving to me from 
inside his car!!). (LS) 
 

A brilliant day with the Sporting Bears today! Was really pleased to see the kids smiling and waving to us as they 
went past! You could clearly see on their faces what it meant to them to be in those cars. I didn't expect to be 
calling for a short stoppage to collect a pair of sunglasses from the middle of the track! Definitely one of the more 
unusual things I have collected... and returned to the driver shortly afterwards. 
If you get a chance to do a Sporting Bears event, especially the kids rides, you should grab it with both hands, as 
it could be the best days marshalling you do! Normally you Marshal because you want to be as close to the action 
as possible, but on these events, you are doing it to give something back to these kids and their families! Those 

smiling faces will be with me for a very long time! (CJT) 
 
 
 

Well, I couldn’t put it any better myself!   
Thanks everyone....     John Harden 
 
(These photos: Courtesy of Marvin Hall) 
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LMC’s 110 year Celebration Dinner - bookings now open! 
 

2012 marks the 110th Anniversary of the founding of Liverpool Motor Club, and to 
mark this milestone (no not the one opposite!) we are holding a Celebration Dinner 
that will be open to all members, past members, competitors, families and friends – 
in fact anyone who knows us! 
 

We have lined up a superb venue, Thornton Grange at Thornton Hough, near 
Neston in the Wirral. Whilst the venue can accommodate up to 200 people, we are 
limiting numbers to ensure everyone’s comfort and to include our roadshow 
display, as seen in March at the Manchester Classic Motor Show. 
 

Local motoring legend and former Liverpool Echo & Daily Post motoring 
correspondent Michael Grummet is lined up on the grid as your speaker to give 
you the low-down on car manufacturers’ launches (and parties!!). 
 

The date for the dinner (Jackets or Lounge Suits please) is Saturday 3rd 
November at 8pm. The doors will open at 6.30pm to give you time to look around 
the displays and meet up with friends. A three course meal will be provided, and 
drinks will be at normal pub bar prices  
The venue is readily accessible from the M56 and M53 mid-Wirral motorways and there is plenty of car parking 
on site. 
In order to make the event especially attractive, ticket prices are being subsidised by the Club.  Four years ago, 
the tickets for our Reunion Dinner at Aintree were £26 each excluding drinks.  This time the ticket price is just 
£20 which includes two glasses of wine. We hope the low price offsets any extra cost if you are travelling from 
North of the Mersey! 
 

Bookings are now being taken, and 40 people have booked already. The event will be announced in local & 
national press in late-September so you would be well advised to BOOK as soon as you can.  Our last dinner was 
a sell out, so an early booking will ensure your place.    Cheques won't be presented before 2nd October 2012.   
 
Look out for a separate email with further information about the Dinner, and a booking form, in the next few days. 
If we don’t have an email address for you, we will send you details by post, so be ready for the postman! 
 
For any queries, please contact any of the organising team:- 
Geoff Ashworth / Ann Lowry on 01928 731534 or 07950 085578 
David Hunt 07947 611478 
Don Robinson 0151 339 2077 
Jim Bebby 0151 523 0428 

Greenpower Electric Car Races - Aintree 13th September 
 

Were you there? Wasn't it a brilliant event! 
Many thanks to all of you who turned out to help watch over the action on track.  
The winner? Sandbach High School's new car "Dougal" that smashed several records for a Greenpower event. 
69 laps in 4h 2m 10s covering a distance of 106 miles!  
 

And Dougal's fastest lap (also fastest of the event) was an amazing 2m 
41s, that's a speed of 34.6mph. What an achievement from the Sandbach 
girls. Even more so when their other car Zebedee came 3rd, not far behind 
the car from Ullapool High School - yes, Ullapool, 425 miles away on the 
west coast of Scotland.  
 

Loads of appreciative comments from both the competitors and the 
organisers about the friendly atmosphere and great help from Liverpool 
Motor Club. (Though I could have done with some help setting up the 
event!) 
 

Unfortunately, the day was slightly spoiled by the theft of a SatNav from one of the team minibuses, and theft of 
several items from a Ford Focus that was broken into further along the paddock road. I'm afraid that despite this 
being the first vehicle to be broken into on the Golf Centre site for 5 years, it hasn't helped Liverpool's (often 
wrong) reputation of being a hot spot for car crime. 
 

The good news is that Greenpower will be back next year - and there may be a significant change in the way the 
Aintree event is run - don't miss it! 
For an event report from Greenpower’s viewpoint, see Page 6             John Harden 
 



Chester & Liverpool Motor Clubs’ 
Speed Championship 

 

Invites all Members and friends of 
Chester Motor Club & Liverpool Motor Club 

 

to the 
 

2012 Championship Awards Evening & Buffet 
 

at the 
 

The Broughton Wings Sports & Social Club 
 

Broughton, Near Chester CH4 0DR 
on 

 

Friday 9th November 2012 
8.00pm for a prompt 8.30pm Start 

 

Dress : Informal 

 

Tickets: £10.00 
 

Please contact Ron Hunt by email: info@speedchampionship.com  
or ring him on 0151 6775346 / 07905 677058 for a booking form or more details . 

Please note that this is a Ticket Only event and that the Tickets must be purchased in advance. 

 

Liverpool Motor Club 
 

is pleased to announce 
 

A Celebration Dinner 
 

to commemorate the 110th Anniversary of the Club 
  

At the Grange Hotel, Thornton Hough, near Neston.   
 

on 
Saturday 3rd November 2012 

 
Open to past & present members, competitors, their families and friends 

 

Bookings now being taken - See the announcement on page 4 
  

Enquiries to LMC President Geoff Ashworth 
  

LMC-president@liverpoolmotorclub.com or 01928 731534 
 

Please note that this is a Ticket Only event and that the Tickets must be purchased in advance 



 

Greenpower Electric Car Races - 13th September        The View from Greenpower 
So, with the warm glow of the slightest touch of sunburn from the previous Sunday’s Bedford Heat we arrived on 
Wednesday afternoon at the Aintree racecourse, these days more famous for national hunt horse racing rather 
than motorsport, however, the wonderful members of the Liverpool Motor Club who help us to stage this event 
were quick to point out that the circuit was the UK’s original F1 Grand Prix circuit where Stirling Moss picked up 
his first F1 win!  
Following Bedford’s sunshine we saw that the forecast for the North West was also good but found ourselves 
sheltering behind the van from near gale force winds down the final straight. Local knowledge warned us of 60 
MPH gusts the next day which was going to create an interesting challenge to battery management for the teams. 
 

The next morning we got to the track to find that the sky was clear and the wind had dropped, although that last 
straight was always going to be a test. 
Aintree provided us with our first glimpse of the finished Sandbach High School team’s Dougal in its finished 
livery, a very sleek and smart finish. The all-girls team also hoped that they had ironed out the few problems they 
had experienced in the car’s previous outings.  
When the F24+ race started it looked as though they had, but having ironed out their engineering problems it was 
nature’s turn to play havoc with both Dougal and the team’s other car Zebedee. With both cars using the same 
(proper) racing line they were both scuppered with punctures. 
Despite the puncture, Dougal managed to get back into the race after a 9 minute pit stop and battled up to finish 
in second place between first placed R PodS and third placed Mjolinir. After the race, the Sandbach drivers went 
with marshals to where the punctures happened, intending to clear the track only to find that the offending debris 
was hazelnut shells, strategically placed by local wildlife. An 
enquiry at the track cleared all teams of any foul play with no 
evidence of anyone having brought an expert animal trainer to 
Aintree! 
 

The afternoon’s 4 hour F24 race saw the younger members of 
Sandbach determined to make up for the tyre problems 
experienced by their older students and raced perfect races with 
the new Dougal finishing first with a massive 106 miles 
completed and Zebedee coming in third with 98.6 miles. The 
long distance travellers from the very north of Scotland built on 
their F24+ success with Mjolinir, the North Highland Young 
Engineers taking second position, and Insane Bolt from 
Ullerpool, on only its second outing finishing in 5th position, 
completing 89.3 miles . Some great engineering coming out of 
the Highlands and a credit to all those involved up there.  Another notable success was for the very young team 
from Allendale Middle School. Probably on average the youngest team competing, they managed a very 
creditable 81.6 miles and booked their place at the National Finals. 
 

Thanks as always to the Liverpool Motor Club for working so hard to make this event happen and to our 
volunteers - many from Siemens - and to the golfers who we kick of the golf course once a year! Oh, and I mustn't 
forget Jim Spencer who once again provided a superb engineering backup service with his LMC Car Clinic.   
And for only the second Greenpower event this year, it didn’t rain! Well done Liverpool... you even arranged that! 
What a day to remember! Click here for Results      Mike Howell  

Aintree Track Day - 29th September 
If you have a single seater, or are an experienced track day participant with a Lotus 7 derived car, there may still 
just be time to book for the last Aintree event of the year, the Track Day on September 29th.  

If you have any other type of car, I’m afraid that you’re probably too 
late, as the sessions for saloon cars are already full. 
For more information and to book on-line, go to our Aintree Track 
Days page. If you don’t have internet access, I suspect that by the 
time you read this, the event will already be under way so I’m sorry 
you didn’t get a place this time - better book early next time! 
 

Not taking part on track? Then please come along and give us a 
hand to run the event. We shall be setting up the venue from 2pm on 
the Friday, and then there’s help needed with the final preparations 
from 7am on Saturday too. Can’t get there for 7am? Can’t stay all 
day? Don’t despair, there will still be things to do right up to the first 
cars going on track at 9.30, so you can still help.  

Not keen on marshalling track-side? There’s plenty you can do to help in the paddock and assembly areas too. 
Just let Chief Marshal Bill Gray know that you are available via the contacts page of the LMC website, or phone 
him on 01704 220839 (evenings only before 9.30pm please). 

http://www.greenpower.co.uk/events/event....2?event=results�
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2012 Wales Rally GB 
Of the 31 crews - representing 22 countries - that started the 80th anniversary Wales Rally GB in Llandudno on 
Thursday 13th September, 29 were classified at the end of the four-day, 1604-kilometre, 19-stage (325kms) 
event, which passed without incident and was won by Finnish star Jari-Matti Latvala, in his Fiesta WRC rally car. 
 
Latvala completed the event in a total time of 3 hours 3 minutes 40.3 seconds, almost half a minute quicker than 
second-placed Frenchman Sébastien Loeb's Citroen DS3. Latvala's Norwegian team-mate Petter Solberg 
completed the podium after losing out to Loeb by the tiny margin of 0.9 seconds. 
"It's a fantastic feeling," said Latvala upon completing the final stage, Walters Arena 2. "It's one of my favourite 
rallies and it's the first time I have won the same rally in consecutive years. It has been a great battle. This victory 
is for the team as the car has been perfect. These guys have worked hard, a great performance after some 
doubts in following the Rally of Finland." 
Loeb moved into second place on the final morning when he overhauled Solberg with a pair of fastest stage 
times. The pair swapped places twice more in the afternoon before Loeb sealed the position the final stage. "I 
tried very hard and it was getting very, very slippery. It was a very good battle for second," said Loeb. 
Solberg, co-driven by Northern Ireland's Chris Patterson, was disappointed to lose out to Loeb but praised the 
event that he won four times in a row from 2002-05. "I lost too much this morning, but I love this rally and I have 
to say thank you to the whole team," said Solberg. 
 
Behind the leading trio Norwegian Ford privateer Mads Østberg sealed fourth after holding off Loeb's Finnish 
team-mate Mikko Hirvonen, who took his only stage win on the final test. 
The top British crew was the Fiesta of Matthew Wilson and Scott Martin in eighth on their first WRC round since 
the season-opener in Monte Carlo. "I absolutely loved and enjoyed every minute," enthused Wilson. "The result 
may not be as good as last year but in terms of performance it's a massive improvement and step forwards. I 
enjoyed every single minute." 
South African Jannie Habig was a classified WRC finisher in yet another Fiesta after choosing Oxford's Robbie 
Durant as his co-driver. "Good clean stage," said Habig after SS19. "Got a bit of rhythm and didn't touch anything. 
It's now a case of heading for home." 
 
Frenchman Sébastien Ogier (Skoda Fabia) set the pace in the S2000 category, finishing comfortably ahead of 
Irishman Craig Breen (Ford Fiesta), who as well as being second in S2000 was the top SWRC runner. 
Tom Cave (Proton) was the top Welshman, finishing third in S2000 ahead of Edoardo Bresolin and Yazeed Al 
Rajhi, who was navigated by Northern Ireland's Michael Orr. 
 
Meanwhile Bob Ceen (Malvern) and co-driver Any Bull (Birmingham) took a dominant victory in the third ever 
Wales Rally GB National, which started in Newtown and ended in Cardiff. The pair finished the nine-stage event 
aboard their Subaru Impreza with a commanding 45-second advantage over runners-up Paul Walker and co-
driver Vern Brown from Oswestry, also in an Impreza. 
Wug Utting (Smallfield) and Bob Stokoe (Tatsfield) were a further 6.7 seconds back in third in their Impreza and 
delighted with their performance: "We were laughing our heads off for the last half mile from the sheer enjoyment 
of getting it right," said Utting. 
 
The top Historic crew was Steve Perez (Chesterfield) and Paul Spooner (Abergavenny) in their Lancia Stratos, 
finishing over a minute and a half ahead of brothers Mark and Ed Bentley. Perez said: "That was really good, 
really enjoyed it. I love Rally GB and the spectators; it was so good to see so many of them cheering the car 
along." 
The Croeso Trophy - awarded in memory of the late Welsh co-driver Gareth Roberts - was presented to the all-
Welsh crew of Sara Williams and Patrick Walsh, who finished sixth in their Impreza. 
Finally Scott Larder (Cwmbran) was a classified finisher on his first ever rally, having won a "Be a Rally Driver for 
FREE with Rally Team GB" Facebook competition. 
Of the 48 crews entered in the main event 11 retired, all but one due to mechanical issues. 
 
Stage Winners: Latvala: 8     Solberg: 5   Loeb: 4    Ostberg: 1    Hirvonen: 1 
 
And finally, a comment from the rally winner, Jari-Matti Latvala on his favourite Wales Rally GB stage, Myherin: 
"It is, for sure in this rally it's my favourite stage. It's one of the greats. I would say it's one of the great stages in 
the championship, I would say so. 
"It's always depending on the weather how the grip level is over there but what I like is it's fast and [has] long 
corners [and] open areas but then also you climb uphill and you come downhill and you have junctions, you have 
a bit of everything.  
"But mainly with that case you can take the lines like in Finland, which is important there and that's where the 
difference it made. It's fast and you have to get your lines right; that is really what I enjoy. 
with the weather conditions."  
Article Courtesy of International Motorsports Ltd.  Further WRGB event information at:  http://www.walesrallygb.com  
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Prof Sid Watkins - a tribute 
The world of Formula One has paid tribute to former medical delegate 
Sid Watkins who died on 12th September at the age of 84. 
Watkins was the on-track surgeon for 26 years from 1978 to 2004, with 
his crusade to improve medical facilities in Formula One helping to 
dramatically cut the number of deaths and serious injuries in the sport. 
During his career in F1, Watkins' actions helped save the lives of 
Northern Ireland's Martin Donnelly, Finland's double world champion 
Mika Hakkinen and Austrian Gerhard Berger, among others. 
Confirming Watkins' passing, McLaren Group chairman and close friend 
Ron Dennis said: "Today the world of motor racing lost one of its true greats. "No, he wasn't a driver. No, he 
wasn't an engineer. No, he wasn't a designer. He was a doctor and it's probably fair to say he did more than 
anyone, over many years, to make Formula One as safe as it is today. 
"Many drivers and ex-drivers owe their lives to his careful and expert work, which resulted in the massive 
advances in safety levels that today's drivers possibly take for granted." 
 

F1's current medical delegate Gary Hartstein, who learned his trade for seven years under Watkins' wing, said: 
"For a long time I wanted to call him every time I had to make a decision. Then I just started thinking what would 
he do in this situation? "And finally, for better or for worse, I realised I was doing just what he'd do (but probably 
not as well). "When I told him this a few years ago, he smiled and said "Of course old boy! You've had a bloody 
great teacher! 
"It took me a few years before I actually called him Sid. It was at Spa, early 1990’s, and I asked him if I could. 
Watkins responded "the bums sleeping on the stairs of my hospital call me Sid, I don't see why you shouldn't”. 
"He had a big place in my life for a long time. Just about the most extraordinary person I've known." 
 

Watkins worked tirelessly to improve safety in the cockpit, on the track, and the medical support at circuits 
alongside the likes of Britain's triple world champion Sir Jackie Stewart and FIA president Max Mosley. 
Watkins was born in Liverpool in September 1928 and developed any early interest in motor cycling thanks to his 
upbringing in his family’s Liverpool bike shop and garage. He studied at Prescott Grammar School and after 
qualifying at the Liverpool University Medical School in 1956, he trained as a neurosurgeon at the Radcliffe 
Infirmary in Oxford before becoming Professor of Neurosurgery in New York where he regularly attended races at 
nearby Watkins Glen. 
Watkins became the first Professor of Neurosurgery at the London Hospital in 1970 when he was also appointed 
to the RAC medical panel. 
He was approached by Bernie Ecclestone in 1978 to become an on-track surgeon at Grands Prix later adopting 
the role of chief medical officer for FIA. 
Upon stepping down in 2004, Watkins focused on his role as honorary president of the FIA Institute for Motor 
Sport Safety through to December last year. 
FIA president Jean Todt said: "This is a truly sad day for the FIA family and the entire motor sport community. 
"Sid was loved and respected in equal measure by all those who knew and worked with him. We will always be 
grateful for the safety legacy that he has left our sport." 
Gerard Saillant, the FIA Institute president, added: "Sid was a true gentleman of our sport and always a pleasure 
to work with.  "He will be sorely missed by everyone who knew him, from doctors and drivers to officials and fans. 
Sid's influence will live on for many years to come." 
 

This article includes information courtesy of BBC Sport and Autosport on line 

 

Chester & Liverpool Motor Clubs’ Speed Championship - the best in the NorthWest! 

 

Longton Sprint - 9th September 
 

Would you please pass on our sincere thanks to your club’s marshals for helping us out on Sunday at our Three 
Sisters sprint meeting. Their help was invaluable,  and we are all most appreciative of their support – as we all 
know, marshals are the backbone of our sport, without them we cannot have events! 
 

Kind Regards, Graham Malcolm, 
Chairman & Clerk of Course 
Longton & District Motor Club Ltd. 
 
And from the event’s Chief Marshal:- 
Just a personal note to thank all the Liverpool Marshals who helped out last Sunday. I'm sure LDMC are most 
grateful for all the support on the day but I wanted to express my own thanks. From where I was standing a 
significant proportion of the marshals were Aintree regulars and I can only thank them for all their support on the 
day.           
Regards,  Chris Lee 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/0/motorsport/19578977�
http://www.autosport.com/news/report.php/id/102487�
http://www.speedchampionship.com/�


 

We now have an LMC Facebook page that you can use to share what’s 
going on, and to help members keep in touch. There are already links to 
recent event photos, so why not pay us a visit? 

What did you do at the weekend? 
 

Did you compete in another club’s event? Several members regularly compete in Rallies in the North West, but 
we never hear how they went on. In fact, most of you compete in Sprints, Hillclimbs, Races, Off-Road and 
AutoSolo events around the country too, but we know nothing about your experiences. Please drop a note to the 
Editor and let us all know how you are doing. A few lines will help publicise your efforts and may even encourage 
others to have a go too. 
 

LMC Forum 
Got something to say?  Want to know what’s going on and can’t wait until the next Bulletin? Got something to 
sell? Want advice? Then don’t forget the Club Forum. It’s there for you, it’s really easy to use, and it’s free! It is 
also an ideal place to keep an eye on what we are doing on track and keeping abreast of events that we are 
involved with at Aintree and elsewhere. 
 

Book on-line for Aintree 
Don’t forget that you will be able to book on line for any of our Aintree events next year (once bookings open!).  
Just go to the LMC website click on the appropriate tab for Aintree Sprints or Track Days tab and follow the 
instructions. 
 

ANWCC Events Calendar & Links to Regulations  
Click here to be taken to the ANWCC event calendar with links to most member clubs’ events. If you know of an 
event that others should be aware of, let our editor know via our contacts page, or tell any LMC Official. 
 

LMC Celebration Dinner 
We’re celebrating our 110th Anniversary by holding a dinner for members & friends at The Grange, Thornton 
Hough on the Wirral on 3rd November, and you are invited!   See the advert on Page 5 for more details. 

 

Fact: Just 6% of MSA competition licence holders are female - that’s 
only 1 in 17 competitors across all disciplines.  
Is there someone you know who you could encourage to compete? 
First Stop... Go Motorsport. Just click the logo for more information. 

Your News could be here! And it could help other members too. 
Found a decent engine builder? 
Or maybe a tuner with a rolling road that actually knows what he’s doing?  
Or maybe you are a tuner or engine builder (that knows what he’s doing) and you are looking for business. 
Whether it’s tuning, bodywork, or mechanical services, maybe car graphics, tyres, vehicle restoration or even 
vehicle transport, you can be sure there’s someone out there who’s looking for details. 
 

So share that information with other members by dropping the Editor a few notes about your experiences.  
We often get asked for businesses that offer services to motorsport competitors or classic car owners, not just 
around Liverpool, but throughout the North West and even further afield.  
Just click on the link here & send your message to the Editor via the LMC Contacts page. We’re waiting!  

Classic Rallies 
We will be helping marshal several classic and endurance rallies this coming winter, starting with the challenging 
LeJog, the Lands End to John O’Groats endurance trial. More details will be announced as we get them, but the 
event is passing through our area on Sunday 2nd December, so if you want to watch, or preferably come along to 
help, make a note of the date! 
Then, in 2013, we will be helping with the Tour of Cheshire once again (early March) and maybe the Flying 
Scotsman event (19th or 20th of April). As details are received, you’ll hear about them here - or even sooner on 
the LMC Forum! 

Track Driver Magazine 
TrackDriver is a superb subscription-only, bi-monthly glossy magazine for trackday and racing enthusiasts. 
Every issue is packed with track tests, technical features and practical advice from the best writers and driver 
coaches in the industry including Simon McBeath, Mark Hales and Dave Walker widely regarded as the best 
technical journalists in the UK. 
The magazine is offered on a free subscription to those active within the track community. You are eligible for a 
free subscription if you currently take part in track days, circuit racing, rallying, rallycross, hillclimbs and sprints, 
oval racing, drag and drifting. Subscribers will get their copy of TrackDriver posted to them absolutely free. To 
subscribe, and for more information, go to http://www.trackdriver.com, and yes, it really is free.   

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Liverpool-Motor-Club/153791904690316�
http://liverpoolmc.proboards.com/index.cgi?�
http://www.liverpoolmotorclub.com/�
http://www.anwcc.org/�
http://www.anwcc.org/�
http://www.liverpoolmotorclub.com/about/contact-us/�
http://www.liverpoolmotorclub.com/about/contact-us/�
http://liverpoolmc.proboards.com/index.cgi�
http://www.trackdriver.com�


Proud Sponsors of the 2012 Chester & Liverpool Motor Clubs’  Speed Championship: 



 Quick links 
 
Just click to be taken straight to the website:- 
Liverpool Motor Club - home page 
Liverpool Motor Club - sprint regs 
Liverpool Motor Club - membership 
Liverpool Motor Club - marshalling 
Liverpool Motor Club - contact us 
Liverpool Motor Club - club forum 
Chester & LMC’s Speed Championship 
Motor Sports Association (MSA) 
MSA Blue Book 2012 
ANWCC 
ANCC 
WAMC 
Longton & DMC 
Tour of Cheshire 
Met Office - Latest Weather   
Big Image Photography - Aintree events 

LMC Monthly Social Meetings 
 

Members meet informally from 8pm on the second Monday of the month at the Unicorn Inn, Cronton (405 
Cronton Rd, Widnes, Cheshire WA8 5QF), not far from the M62/M57 junction.  
We have nearly 200 members, of whom around 150 live within 35 miles of Aintree. Yet our social meetings attract 
a dozen members at the most, often only 5 or 6. Where are you? Why don’t you come along and have a good old 
natter? The venue is a nice cosy un-modernised pub, very convenient for the motorway and we don’t bite! Often,  
most of those present travel over 20 miles to get there, so if they can make the effort, why cant you? I do hope 
we’ll see you at one of the meetings in the near future.  
 

Championship Sponsors  
Information about the services offered by the sponsors of the 2012 Chester & Liverpool Motor Club’s Speed 
Championship are now included in the Wanted & for Sale section of the LMC forum. Please consider them when 
looking for motorsport parts or services, and don’t forget to mention that you heard about them through LMC. 

People you should know!  
 

Club Contacts 
 

President & Publicity  Geoff Ashworth  
Chairman   John Harden  
Treasurer   Jim Bebby 
Secretary   Dr David Drucker  
‘Bulletin’ Editor   Position vacant 
Competition Secretary   Phil Gough  
Chief Marshal   Bill Gray   
Marshals’ Coordinator  Pete Proudley  
Track Day Booking Info  Ron Hunt   
Sprint enquiries   Ron Hunt  
Membership Secretary   Ron Hunt  
Web Site Matters   Ron Hunt  
CMC/LMC Championship  Ron Hunt 
Rally Marshal coordinator  Geoff Maine (mainspeed@Live.co.uk)  

If you wish to contact any of the officials listed 
please use the contact facility on our website. 

 
www.liverpoolmotorclub.com/about/contact-us  

 
or contact LMC secretary  

Dr. David Drucker on 01625 582770 for advice. 

 

The Bulletin is the official journal of The Liverpool Motor Club Ltd.  
The opinions expressed are those of the individual contributors,  

and are not necessarily those of the Club, its officials members or committee.  
 

Anything for publication should be sent to the acting Editor, John Harden, LMC-editor@liverpoolmotorclub.com 
or Tel 0161 969 7137 (before 10pm please) 

 

Go Motorsport... It’s the first place to look for 
information about motorsport. Where to go, what to 
see, how to get started. www.GoMotorsport.net 

http://www.liverpoolmotorclub.com�
http://www.liverpoolmotorclub.com/regulations/�
http://www.liverpoolmotorclub.com/membership-join-us/membership-signup/�
http://www.liverpoolmotorclub.com/marshalling/�
http://www.liverpoolmotorclub.com/about/contact-us/�
http://liverpoolmc.proboards.com/index.cgi?�
http://www.speedchampionship.com�
http://msauk.org/custom/asp/home/default.asp�
http://msauk.org/site/cms/contentviewarticle.asp?article=1122�
http://www.anwcc.org/�
http://www.ancc.co.uk/�
http://www.wamcweb.com/�
http://motorclub.genesis-ws.co.uk/�
http://www.tourofcheshire.co.uk/�
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/uk_latest_weather.html�
http://www.bigimagephotos.co.uk/photocart/index.php?category=163�
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